Oporto       Talavera                     [1809
ordered body of troops to a rabble, however numerous; and he is
resolved not to be the instrument of inflicting upon the people of this
country the miseries which result from the operations of such a body.1
It is impossible to describe to you [he wrote Lord Castlereagh from
Abrantes * on June ryth] the irregularities and outrages committed by
the troops. They are never out of tibe sight of their officers . . . that
outrages are not committed; and notwithstanding the pains which I
take, of which there will be ample evidence in my orderly books, not a
post or a courier comes in, not an officer arrives from the rear of the
army, that does not bring me accounts of outrages committed by the
soldiers who have been left behind on the march, having been sick, or
having straggled from their regiments, or who have been left in hospitals.2
In spite of all difficulties, however. General "Wellesley went
forward, and on July 22nd his advanced guards met and
scrapped with the French outposts.
The Allies had now made junction with the Spanish army
and had arrived at Talavera de la Reyna, which on July 28th
was to provide Arthur Wellesley with another victory, and
the Opposition with another grumble.
The battle, however, should have taken place several days
earlier, but for the contrariness of the Spanish Generalissimo
Cuesta, a decrepit old gentleman who always wanted to do
the opposite to what the English General suggested.
I find General Cuesta more and more impracticable every day [wrote
Sir Arthur on July 24th]. It is impossible to do business with him, and
very uncertain that any operation will succeed in which he has any con-
cern ... He has quarrelled with some of his principal officers, and'I
understand that all are dissatisfied with him, for die manner in which he
has conducted his operations near this place.
He contrived to lose the whole of yesterday, in which, although his
troops were under arms, and mine in march, we did nothing, owing to
the whimsical perverseness of his disposition. , . .3
In the end it was the French who took the offensive, and
on July 27th the Battle of Talavera began. It lasted two days.
1 Supp. Despatches, Vol. VI, pp. 230>, 277, 272.
2 Dispatches, Vol. IV, pp. 404, 40$.           8 Ibid., p. 498.
* In Portugal.
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